'IRAQ,
be cut at its roots and if a friendly government co-operating
with Great Britain were to be established in 'Iraq, a further
step in defining the relations between the two countries might
be necessary.1 This step would consist of an attempt to satisfy
national aspirations by disguising the relationship, sanctioned
under the terms of the mandatory document then already in
existence, by means of a treaty of alliance. Lord Curzon, who
had difficulty in agreeing with Mr. Montagu on any subject,
had rejected the suggestion at the time. Mr. Churchill took
up the idea, all his conversations with Amir Faisal being con-
ducted on the basis of negotiating a treaty similar to that
between Great Britain and Egypt, which would establish
Faisal as King of an independent State in alliance with Great
Britain. Under such a treaty, the scope of British authority
might be more restricted than originally projected, but under
skilful handling, the ultimate authority could be made not
less effective. It would have the added merit of enabling Great
Britain to maintain with less expense her position before the
League of Nations without sacrificing her Imperial interests.
When Mr. Churchill arrived at Cairo for the Conference,
he had made up his mind that Faisal was the only possible
candidate with whom such a treaty might be negotiated. In
agreement with him were Sir Percy Cox and many friends and
supporters of the Amir at the Conference: T. E. Lawrence,
Miss Bell, Jacfar Pasha, H. W. Young, and others. Amir
Faisal's high birth, as a son of Husain, Sharif of Mecca and
King of the Hijaz, assured his position among Arabs in general
and gave his person a sanctity among the religiously minded,
even among the Shicis. He possessed experience in the ways of
men and in diplomatic usage gleaned from his early life among
the Turks at Istanbul, from his sojourn in the desert in the
days of peace and of war against the Turks, from his participa-
tion at the Peace Conference at Versailles and from his brief
day as King at Damascus. Among the Nationalists, his early
1 Young, Major Sir H. W., op. cit, p. 313,